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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, SO 

SUBJECT: AIRCRAFT CLEARANCES 
REF: MOGADISCIO 1741 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . FOR THE RECORD, THE FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF 

A MEMORANDUM GRANTING CLEARANCE TO WORLD AIRWAYS FOR HADJ FLIGHTS. 
MEMORANDUM IS ADDRESSED TO THE CHIEFS OF AIRPORT AT MOGADISCIO 
AND HARGEISA, THE COMMANDANT OF THE SOMALI AIR FORCE, THE BUREAU 
OF MOBILIZATION (PRESUMABLY OF THE SOMALI REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST 
PARTY) AND THE U.S. EMBASSY. 

BEGIN TEXT: WE FORWARD HEREWITH THE OVERFLIGHT PROGRAM THAT HAS 
BEEN REQUESTED BY THE ABOVE (WORLD) AIRWAYS COMPANY. THIS SCHEDULE 
POINTS OUT THE TIME(S) OF OVERFLIGHT AND THE ROUTE. THERREFORE 
YOU ARE REQUESTED TO NOTIFY ALL RESPONSIBLE PARTIES THAT WORLD 
AIRWAYS HAS PERMISSION TO OVERFLY. THEY ALSO HAVE PERMISSION TO 
LAND IN THE EVENT OF DISTRESS. END TEXT. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

2. EMBASSY SOUGHT AND RECEIVED WRITTEN NOTICE OF CLEARANCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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BECAUSE NO LESS THAN THREE BRITISH-FLAG CHARTER FLIGHTS HAVE 
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BEEN FORCED DOWN OVER SOMALIA IN PAST TWO MONTHS DESPITE FACT 
THEY HAD VERBAL PERMISSION TO OVERFLY. ACCORDING TO BRITISH 
CONSUL, LATEST SUCH FLIGHT WAS FORCED TO LAND IN HARGEISA 
OCTOBER 30. SOMALIS HAVE ALLEGED WITH RESPECT TO THIS FLIGHT THAT 
THE AIRCRAFT WAS NOT ON THE ROUTE FOR WHICH IT HAD BEEN 
CLEARED. WHILE WE CANNOT JUDGE THE VALIDITY OF THIS ALLEGATION, 
WE DO KNOW THAT IN ONE OTHER INSTANCE WHERE A FLIGHT WAS FORCED 
TO LAND IN HARGEISA THE INCIDENT STEMMED FROM DIRECTOR OF CIVIL 
AVIATION’S FAILURE TO ADVISE APPROPRIATE SOMALI AUTHORITIES 
THAT FLIGHT CLEARANCE HAD BEEN GRANTED. IN ADDITION TO 
INCONVENIENCE CUASED BY FORCED LANDINGS IN HARGEISA, CARRIERS 
ALSO INCUR A SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL BURDEN BECAUSE THE AIRPORT 
THERE HAS NO EQUIPMENT TO FIRE-UP JET ENGINES. THUS THE 
CARRIER IS REQUIRED TO FLY IN A STARTER UNIT FROM A LOCATION 
AT LEAST HUNDREDS OF MILES AWAY. 

3. DEPARTMENT SHOULD ADVISE WORLD AIRWAYS OF AS MUCH OF THE 
FOREGOING AS IT DEEMS APPROPRIATE. GIVEN THE PRESENT POOR 
STATE OF OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GSDR AND INACCESSIBILITY (FOR 
US, AT LEAST) OF HARGEISA, THE EMBASSY COULD BE OF VERY LITTLE 
ASSISTANCE SHOULD A WORLD AIRWAYS FLIGHT BE FORCED DOWN THERE. 
JACOBS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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